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SECTION 2: IGNITION TASTERS          &
!

I. A Taster workshop observed, London, 9 October 2010 
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III. Learning through Frantic Assembly’s unique style of theatre 
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3.  Learning through doing 
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4.  Expectations 
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SECTION 3: IGNITION TRIALS          &
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I. Purpose and process 
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II. A Trial observed, London, 17 October 2009 
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SECTION 4: IGNITION INTENSIVES         &
&

I. Purpose and process 
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II. An Intensive session observed, Corby, 24 February 2011 
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III. Method of evaluation 
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IV. Expectations 
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V. Reality Bites. Mid-week 
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1.  Physical fitness and creativity 
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2.  Working as a team and the nature of the Ignition ensemble 
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3.  Developing ideas and themes 
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VI. The Directors’ role and their creative process  
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3.  Personal development and aspiration 
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VIII. For young men 16-20 years old 
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IX. The Performances and their impact  
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2.  The impact on the Frantic Assembly Directors 
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3.  Post-show thoughts from performers 
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4.  Post-show thoughts from audiences 
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X. Revisiting aims and objectives 
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30th October 2009 
Toynbee Studios 

 
Ignition Theatre Company presents 

 
THE FEAR 

 
Frantic Assembly is thrilled to present IGNITION 2009: a unique training initiative of free activities for young 
men aged 16 - 20, supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation and the Big Lottery Fund.   
 
The IGNITION project was set up by Frantic Assembly to confront the lack of skilled, male, physical 
performers in the theatre industry.  Through years of casting for male roles and delivering training activities for 
adults, we realised that there is a huge training gap for young men looking to progress as professional 
performers.   
 
Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett are the founding Artistic Directors of Frantic Assembly.  As students 
studying English Literature they had never planned a career in theatre.  When Volcano Theatre Company 
came to work with their student drama society the experience opened their eyes to a new way of working and 
a style of theatre they did not know existed.  This was a highly physical, visceral and visual world.   
 
The experience of working with Volcano was absolutely crucial to the creation of Frantic Assembly and it is 
this unique opportunity that we have aimed to emulate through IGNITION.  Frantic Assembly wants to 
introduce its distinctive way of working to young men who possess the crossover skills, energy and potential 
to be physical performers.  IGNITION has tapped into what we believe is a hidden pool of talent; the young 
men you will see perform tonight. 
 
During London IGNITION 2009 Frantic Assembly worked with over 75 young men at City and Islington 
College and Toynbee Studios through a series of free taster workshops.  Following this we held auditions for 
those wishing to take part in the 4 Day Intensive Training.  The Intensive offered a one-off opportunity to work 
with Frantic’s Artistic Directors and Creative Associate to create a unique piece of physical theatre which 
premieres this evening.  
 
The Fear has been devised by the 12 members of Ignition Theatre Company, and directed and 
choreographed by Scott Graham, Steven Hoggett and Neil Bettles.  
 
The IGNITION Theatre Company  Frantic Assembly Creative Team 
Andrew Cunnington    Co-Artistic Director   Scott Graham 
David Delves     Co-Artistic Director   Steven Hoggett 
Jared Garfield     Creative Associate - Ignition   Neil Bettles  
Zack Harris     Lighting Designer   Angela Anson  
Dritan Kastrati     Lighting Mentor   Natasha Chivers 
Joe Layton      
Connor Mayes     Frantic Assembly Production Team 
Stephen Monaco    Executive Producer   Lisa Maguire 
Jordan Olpherts    General Manager   Laura Sutton 
Jonnie Riordan     Administrator     Fiona Gregory 
Courtney Dale Senior    Peer Mentor    Ollie Kaderbhai 
Elan James Weedon    Sound Technician   David M Saunders 
 
 

A Frantic Assembly project in collaboration with National Youth Theatre, Artsadmin and City and 
Islington College. Supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation and the Big Lottery Fund. 

 

Frantic Assembly would like to thank Raidene Carter, Peter Collins, Inua Ellams, Liz Holmes, Michelle Kettle, 
Elizabeth Lynch, Vicky Meager and Eric Richmond. 

 

     



THANKS
Frantic Assembly would like to thank 
Graeae, BSix College, NewVic College, 
George Greens School, Katie Coyne, Inua 
Ellams, Claire Gordon, Helen Heaslip, Anne 
Henderson, Liz Holmes, John Hunter, Sarah 
Kerrigan, Michelle Kettle, Elizabeth Lynch, 
Robert Nicholson, Eric Richmond and Naomi 
Said.

29th October 2010
Toynbee Studios, 7.30pm

THE BELIEVERS

ABOUT IGNITION

The IGNITION project was set up by Frantic    
Assembly to harness the varied skills and talents 
of young men aged 16-20.

Through years of casting for male roles and 
delivering training activities for adults, we 
realised that there is a huge training gap for 
young men looking to progress as professional 
performers. 

Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett are the 
founding Artistic Directors of Frantic Assembly.  
As students studying English Literature they had 
never planned a career in theatre.  When 
Volcano Theatre Company came to work with 
their student drama society the experience 
opened their eyes to a new way of working and a 
style of theatre they did not know existed.  This 
was a highly physical, visceral and visual world.  

The experience of working with Volcano was ab-
solutely crucial to the creation of Frantic 
Assembly and it is this unique opportunity that 
we have aimed to emulate through IGNITION.  
Frantic Assembly wants to introduce its distinc-
tive way of working to young men who possess 
the crossover skills, energy and potential to be 
physical performers.  IGNITION has tapped into 
what we believe is a hidden pool of talent; the 
young men you will see perform tonight.

CONTACT

If you would like to stay in touch with Frantic 
Assembly SUBSCRIBE to our e-newsletter at 
franticassembly.co.uk/subscribe/

OR for more info about Ignition checkout 
www.franticassembly.co.uk/ignition/ 
Find us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/fran-
tic.ignition

Frantic Assembly is thrilled to present 
IGNITION 2010: a unique programme of free 
training activities for young men aged 
16 - 20, generously supported by 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. 

A project by

Supported by

In collaboration with



During London IGNITION 2010 Frantic 
Assembly worked with over 140 young men 
across East London in a series of free Taster 
Workshops.  Following this we held Trials for 
those wishing to take part in the 4 Day 
Intensive.  

The Intensive offered a one-off opportunity to 
work with Frantic’s Artistic Directors and 
Creative Associate to create a unique piece of 
physical theatre which premieres this evening.

Following on from Ignition, Frantic Assembly 
has a committment to the continued 
professional development of it’s performers.  
Some past performers have gone on to work as 
Peer Mentors and Workshop Assistants with the 
company. 

AKSHAY KUMAR
Ignition has been a great opportunity to work as a 
professional company. It’s funny how you walk away 
from it feeling as if you’ve known these guys for ages. 
You need to be fearless and prepared for bruises.

ANTHONY LOWERY
After Ignition I’ll keep up the training. I love sport, but 
I’ve never experienced anything as physically de-
manding as this. It’s a whole different level of 
fitness.

CALUM GULVIN
I’ve learnt lots of different practical techniques this 
week. It surprised me how much we’ve achieved and 
how great the feedback has been from the Directors.

CRAIG FLETCHER
Ignition has shown me a style of devising that I’ve 
never experienced before. It’s open and trusting. 
We just experiment. We do what feels right, and if 
it works it works and if it doesn’t we try something 
new.

DANNY KEARNS 
We’re all quite close now, after the four days. Eve-
ryone is individual and we learn from each other’s 
strengths. We push each other past any weaknesses.

JAMIE O’SULLIVAN
An Ignition performer is someone who doesn’t give 
up, who keeps going even when they don’t get it 
right first time, or when they’re tired and their 
muscles ache. Someone who’s not scared to try new 
things.

JOHN MEHR 
Ignition has given me a chance to share my skills and 
learn from others. We need to be individual and an 
ensemble at the same time. It’s like sport – you have 
to work as a team.

JULIAN MACK
You can throw yourself into a lift or fall and trust 
someone will be there to catch you. Ignition is about 
encouraging your team mates and not letting each 
other down.

LUCAS KELLY 
It’s been so rapid. I never expected to make some-
thing spectacular this quickly. It’s a skill that
will help us get ahead in the industry.

STEPHEN FINNEY
I feel I’ve contributed this week sharing my ideas and 
trying out other people’s ideas.  By allowing myself 
to be free and fearless.  We just go for it.

SUNEIL BOLTON
Through the process we’ve found out each other’s 
views on stuff.  When we are in the rehearsal room 
we work as a unit. There’s a great team ethic.

ZACHARIAH FLETCHER 
I feel proud that I’ve kept up with the others, they’re 
a very talented group and I feel really honoured to be 
here.  The whole experience is fast paced and 
everyone has been completely on it all the way.

THE CAST

CREATIVE TEAM

Co-Directors   Scott Graham

    Steven Hoggett

     Neil Bettles 

Lighting Designer   Andy Purves  

Media Designer   Jonnie Riordan

Peer Mentor    Dritan Kastrati     

PRODUCTION TEAM
Executive Producer  Lisa Maguire

General Manager   Laura Sutton

Ignition Project Assistant Susannah Day

Production Manager Rachel Shipp

Sound Technician  David M Saunders

Administrator   Fiona Gregory

Administrative Intern Siobhan McGrath

THE PROCESS

DIRECTORS’ NOTES
Four days ago this show did not exist.
The reason we have anything at all is because of 
the extraordinary energy and commitment that 
our 12 performers have given us. We are incred-
ibly proud of what they have created and the 
way they have achieved this. 

The process we have used in the week relies 
on the company demonstrating an immediate 
sense of trust and support. They have achieved 
this, and so much more. The work you see on 
stage tonight is the result of 12 young men with 
an inspiring capacity for making theatre.



 

 
 

4th June 2010 
TR2 

 
Ignition Theatre Company presents 

 
DEAD KIDS 

 
Frantic Assembly and Theatre Royal Plymouth are thrilled to present IGNITION: a unique training initiative of 
free activities for young men aged 16 - 20, supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.   
 
The IGNITION project was set up by Frantic Assembly to confront the lack of skilled, male, physical 
performers in the theatre industry.  Through years of casting for male roles and delivering training activities for 
adults, we realised that there is a huge training gap for young men looking to progress as professional 
performers.   
 
Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett are the founding Artistic Directors of Frantic Assembly.  As students 
studying English Literature they had never planned a career in theatre.  When Volcano Theatre Company 
came to work with their student drama society the experience opened their eyes to a new way of working and 
a style of theatre they did not know existed.  This was a highly physical, visceral and visual world.   
 
The experience of working with Volcano was absolutely crucial to the creation of Frantic Assembly and it is 
this unique opportunity that we have aimed to emulate through IGNITION.  Frantic Assembly wants to 
introduce its distinctive way of working to young men who possess the crossover skills, energy and potential 
to be physical performers.  IGNITION has tapped into what we believe is a hidden pool of talent; the young 
men you will see perform tonight. 
 
During Plymouth IGNITION 2010 Frantic Assembly worked with over 50 young men across the city through a 
series of free taster workshops.  Following this we held trials for those wishing to take part in the 4 Day 
Intensive Training.  The Intensive offered a one-off opportunity to work with Frantic’s co-Artistic Director and 
Creative Associate to create a unique piece of physical theatre which premieres this evening.  
 
Dead Kids has been devised by the 10 members of Ignition Theatre Company, and directed and 
choreographed by Steven Hoggett and Neil Bettles.  
 
The IGNITION Theatre Company  Frantic Assembly Staff 
Adam Crawford    Artistic Director   Steven Hoggett 
Philip Croft     Artistic Director   Scott Graham 
Luke Dickinson     Creative Associate   Neil Bettles 
Callum MacIver    Executive Producer  Lisa Maguire 
Tom Nicholas     General Manager  Laura Sutton 
T      Project Manager  Clare Parker 
Luke Seidel-Haas    Administrator   Fiona Gregory 
Jack Sterne  
Alex ‘Plum’ Stupple-Harris   Theatre Royal Plymouth 
Nathan Wharton    Artistic Director     Simon Stokes 
      Creative Learning Director   Victoria Allen  
      Young People’s Programme Manager  Jane Pawson 

Peer Mentor     Ryan Penny 
 
 

A Frantic Assembly project in collaboration with Theatre Royal Plymouth and National Youth Theatre.                                   
Supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. 

 

 

Frantic Assembly would like to thank Barbican Theatre, City College Plymouth, University of Plymouth, Tamarside 
Community College, Elizabeth Lynch, Eric Richmond, all staff at Theatre Royal Plymouth.                      
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

 
 

25th February 2011 
The Core at Corby Cube 

 
Ignition Theatre Company presents 

 
60 Hugs 

 
Frantic Assembly and The Core at Corby Cube are thrilled to present IGNITION Corby 2011: a unique training 
initiative of free activities for young men aged 15 - 20, supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation.  
 
IGNITION is a UK-wide project that was set up by Frantic Assembly to provide new ways for young men to become 
involved in the arts. Frantic Assembly is a multi-award winning theatre company, well known for attracting new and 
young audiences to the theatre. Through the Ignition project, Frantic Assembly wants to introduce its distinctive 
way of working to young men who might not have considered working in theatre, but possess the crossover skills, 
energy and potential to be physical performers. The company believes that the talent is out there, but needs to be 
discovered. For more info visit www.franticassembly.co.uk/ignition.  
 
Scott Graham and Steven Hoggett are the founding Artistic Directors of Frantic Assembly.  As students studying 
English Literature they had never planned a career in theatre.  When Volcano Theatre Company came to work with 
their student drama society the experience opened their eyes to a new way of working and a style of theatre they 
did not know existed.  This was a highly physical, visceral and visual world.   
 
The experience of working with Volcano was absolutely crucial to the creation of Frantic Assembly and it is this 
unique opportunity that we have aimed to emulate through IGNITION.  Frantic Assembly wants to introduce its 
distinctive way of working to young men who possess the crossover skills, energy and potential to be physical 
performers.  IGNITION has tapped into what we believe is a hidden pool of talent; the young men you will see 
perform tonight. 
 
During Corby IGNITION 2011 Frantic Assembly worked with over 75 young men across Corby and the surrounding 
areas through a series of free Taster Workshops.  Following this we held Trials for those wishing to take part in the 
4-Day Intensive Training.  The Intensive offered 12 young men a one-off opportunity to work with members of 
Frantic Assembly to create a unique piece of physical theatre, which premieres this evening.  
 
60 Hugs has been devised by the 12 members of Ignition Theatre Company, and directed and choreographed by 
Neil Bettles and Naomi Said  
 
IGNITION Company Frantic Assembly    The Core at Corby Cube 
Jack Nelson  Artistic Director: Scott Graham      Creative Director: Chris Sudworth 
Kyle Taylor  Artistic Director: Steven Hoggett  Creative Projects Manager: Lisa Byrne 
Lewis Steven Griffiths Executive Producer: Lisa Maguire General Manager: Lucinda Hill 
Luke Addison  General Manager: Laura Sutton      Press and Marketing Officer: Kellie-Ann Sabin 
Matthew Churcher Creative Associate: Neil Bettles  Arts and Marketing Intern: Angela Mayers 
Ross McCall  Creative Practitioner: Naomi Said Sales & Promotions Supervisor: James Broderick 
Sam Perry  Administrator: Alex Turner  Sales Advisors: Nicola Hunstone, Jacob Toye & 
Sean Wall  Administrative Intern: Shelley Firth                                                  Gillian Lockwood 
Sebastian Charles      Chief Technician: Adam Broom 
Shyam Savani       Assistant Technician: Kate Shaw 
Sunny Savani       Peer Mentor: Jevael Holgate    
Simon Webster      

     
A Frantic Assembly project in collaboration with The Core Corby and National Youth Theatre. 

Generously supported by Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. 
 

If you enjoyed this you should try ThickSkin’s production of Blackout at The Core from 11th – 13th May. 
www.thickskintheatre.co.uk 
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